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Kinds of Concept Maps

There are four major categories of concept maps. These are distinguished by their different
format for representing information. Examples of the various types of concept maps are
presented on the following pages. Click over each in order to open a special window that
contains several images. After viewing them, click over the upper left corner of the special
window to close it.

Four Major Categories of Concept Maps:
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SPIDER CONCEPT MAP

The"spider" concept map is organized by placing the central theme or unifying factor in
the center of the map. Outwardly radiating sub-themes surround the center of the map.
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HIERARCHY CONCEPT MAP

The hierarchy concept map presents information in a descending order of importance. The
most important information is placed on the top. Distinguishing factors determine the
placement of the information.
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FLOWCHART CONCEPT MAP

The flowchart concept map organizes information in a linear format.
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SYSTEMS CONCEPT MAP

The systems concept map organizes information in a format which is similar to a flowchart

with the

addition of 'INPUTS' and 'OUTPUTS'.

Special Concept Maps include the following format types:

PICTURE LANDSCAPE CONCEPT MAP

These maps present information in a landscape format.
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Kinds of Concept Maps.
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& IMULTIDIMENSIONAL / 3-D CONCEPT MAP
These describe the flow or state of information or resources which are too complicated for

a simple two-dimensional map.

MANDALA / MANDALA CONCEPT MAP
Information is presented within a format of interlocking geometric shapes. A "telescoping"
factor creates compelling visual effects which focus the attention and thought processes of

the viewer.
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